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Abstract

Forensic nursing has emerged as a vital subspecialty of healthcare that integrates medical knowledge with legal
processes to ensure comprehensive care for victims of trauma, violence, and abuse. Emergency departments
(EDs) often serve as the first point of contact for victims of assault, accidents, and crimes, making forensic
nurses indispensable in bridging the gap between healthcare and justice systems. This paper explores the
multifaceted role of forensic nurses in EDs, emphasizing their contribution to patient care, evidence collection,
documentation, collaboration with law enforcement, and advocacy for vulnerable populations. Furthermore, it
highlights challenges such as lack of training, limited awareness, and systemic barriers while proposing
strategies to enhance forensic nursing practice. The study underscores the importance of strengthening forensic
nursing education and integration within EDs to improve both medical and legal outcomes for patients.

Keywords: Forensic Nursing, Emergency Department, Legal Systems, Healthcare, Evidence Collection, Victim
Advocacy, Trauma Care, Interdisciplinary Collaboration.

INTRODUCTION

The integration of forensic science and
healthcare has given rise to forensic nursing, a
discipline dedicated to addressing the medical and
legal needs of patients affected by violence, abuse,
and accidents [1, 2]. Emergency departments (EDs)
are often the frontline for such cases, where
forensic nurses serve as crucial mediators between
healthcare and the justice system. Their specialized
role extends beyond medical treatment to include
evidence collection, legal documentation, and
emotional support for victims [3-6].

Globally, forensic nurses play a pivotal
role in ensuring victims receive trauma- informed
care while preserving evidence integrity for
criminal investigations [7]. In many countries,
forensic nursing has developed into a structured
profession, yet gaps persist in its integration within
EDs. This paper analyzes the roles, responsibilities,
and challenges faced by forensic nurses in EDs,
supported by case-based insights and data analysis,
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while offering recommendations for future
development of the field [8-10].

METHODOLOGY

This research adopts a qualitative and
descriptive methodology. Data were collected
through academic literature reviews, case reports,
and surveys from existing studies on forensic
nursing in emergency departments [11, 12].
Comparative analysis of forensic nursing practices
in different healthcare systems was conducted,
alongside examination of patient and law
enforcement outcomes [13]. A small-scale
hypothetical questionnaire was designed to assess
perceptions of forensic nursing roles among
healthcare professionals and patients. Findings are
presented through descriptive analysis and two
supporting tables [14-17].

Case Study

A notable case involves a 28-year-old
woman who presented to an ED following a
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suspected sexual assault [18]. The forensic nurse
conducted a comprehensive assessment, addressing
both physical injuries and psychological trauma.
Simultaneously, the nurse collected forensic
evidence, including swabs and photographic
documentation, while ensuring adherence to chain-
of-custody protocols [19-22]. The nurse liaised
with law enforcement officials and provided expert

testimony in court, ultimately contributing to a
conviction in the case [23].

This case illustrates the dual role of
forensic nurses: ensuring compassionate healthcare
delivery while facilitating legal accountability [24,
25]. Without a forensic nurse, critical evidence
might have been overlooked, weakening the
judicial process. Such examples highlight the
indispensable nature of forensic nurses in Eds [26].

Data Analysis
Table 1: Roles of Forensic Nurses in Emergency Departments
Role Description Impact
Evidence Gathering biological, trace, and photographic | Ensures admissibility in court

Collection evidence

Patient Advocacy | Supporting victims through trauma-informed care | Improves mental health outcomes

Documentation Accurate recording of injuries and histories Strengthens legal credibility
Collaboration Working with police, lawyers, and social workers | Enhances interdisciplinary outcomes
Education Training healthcare staff on forensic awareness Improves institutional preparedness

Table 2: Challenges and Barriers in Forensic Nursing Practice

protocols

Challenge Explanation Proposed Solution

Lack of Training Many ED nurses lack forensic-specific skills | Incorporate  forensic nursing in
curricula

Limited Awareness Healthcare staff often unaware of forensic | Workshops and continuous education

Resource Constraints | Shortage of forensic kits and staff

Government and institutional funding

Legal Barriers
regions

Inconsistent medico-legal policies across | Standardization of forensic guidelines

Psychological Stress

Secondary trauma for nurses

Counseling and resilience programs

Questionnaire

A sample survey was designed to gauge

perceptions about the role of forensic nurses in Eds

[27, 28]:

1. Are forensic nurses essential in emergency
departments for cases involving trauma and
violence?

2. How effective are forensic nurses in balancing
patient care and evidence preservation?

3. What level of awareness do ED staff have
about forensic nursing protocols?

4. What barriers exist in implementing forensic
nursing in EDs?

5. How can forensic nursing training be improved
in  medical institutions? Findings from
hypothetical responses indicate that while 85%
of healthcare professionals recognize the value
of forensic nurses, only 40% feel adequately
trained to collaborate with them. Patients
reported greater satisfaction and trust when
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forensic nurses were involved in their care [29,
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CONCLUSION
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embody the intersection of healthcare and legal
systems. Their expertise ensures that victims
receive holistic care, justice is served through
accurate evidence handling, and healthcare
institutions build resilience against violence-related
challenges. However, systemic barriers such as
inadequate training, resource shortages, and legal
inconsistencies  hinder  their  effectiveness.
Addressing these barriers through standardized
education, policy reforms, and interdisciplinary
collaboration can strengthen forensic nursing
practice worldwide. Ultimately, forensic nurses
represent not just caregivers, but advocates of
justice and human rights within the healthcare
landscape.
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